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The new mothers clasped their babies close as a pack of
teenagers ran through the park.

Not really a pack. They were not wo/ues, and there were

only six of them: three girls and three boys. It just seemed

like more. Their legs were so long. Their emotions so

seemingly outsized. They bolted down the concrete steps

and onto the beach, where they collapsed on the sand,

shrieking as if they'd reached safety or crossed an invisible
finish line. They were empty-handed except for one boy,

who hugged a laptop to his chest. One of them burst into
tears, or laughter. It was hard to tell. It seemed possible

they were drunk.
The high school where these students were enrolled, and

where the,v should have been at that time, was a ten-minute

walk uphill from the beach. Students wete pouring noisily out
of classrooms like concertgoers attempting to leave a venue.

They clogged the hallways and stair-wells. It was 'Tech-free

Tuesda.y', so everyone was being discreet about their device

usage.

Mrs Lottie W/ang, Pirriwee High's administrator and

executir.e assistant to the principal, sat at the reception desk

sorting the mail.

She opened a large vellow envelope addressed in black

marker to the school principal, Dt Ferdinand Seawright,

whom she could hear in the adjoining oltrce, talking loudly to
himself as he sat at his desktop computer, which apparently

did not fall within the categorl, of 'technology'.

This was Dr Seavzright's first year at the school and Lottie
had yet to adjust to his habit of speaking aloud as he t,vped,

as if he were dictating the words to himself.
'Once ag trt. . . my patience . . . wears thin,'he said.

Mine too, she thought.
'Parents should . . . be 

^ware 
. . . this behaviour is not
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It was soft, mottled, with splashes of dried blood below

the knuckle.

'That's a human finger"'declared Anna, and she pulled her

blouse up to cover her nose. 'Smells.'

'No.'Lottie pushed het chair back, away from the desk- 'It
can't be.'

'No doubt at a.l).,' said Anna. 'It's a real finget.'

Lottie shrieked. She stood and swayed on the spot. 'I feel

sick.' She had low blood pressure.

'Sit down,' said Anna reasonably.
IW{hat's going on?'Dt Seawright emerged from his ofHce

just in time to catch Lottie under the armpits' Anna rushed

to the other side of the desk and they carefirlly laid her on the

floor. Dr Seawright averted his eyes as Anna pulled Lottie's

skirt over her knees.

There was a discreet, deep cough, and they looked up

to see a whiskery frfteen-year-old holding a red behaviour-

monitoring card.

'Come back later, Ruben,' said Dr Seawright. 'Mrs \Vang

is not we11.'

He assumed the gormless expression on Ruben's face

related to the sight of Mrs \il7ang's knees. Anna Kennard

was unaware that Ruben had witnessed her prodding of the

human finger and thetefore did not request his discretion,

not that he would have given it. He was a gregarious child.

His fatherwas a distinguished public radio broadcaster, and

so Ruben knew how to deliver breaking news without sensa-

tionalism or embellishment.
It needed none.

\Tithin the hout the entire school community was aware

that someone had sent the principal a seveted finger. Any

doubts about the veracity of Ruben's story disappeared when

a police car was seen driving into the visitorsllparking area.
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SAFE, SPACE STUDENT COUNSELLING
SESSION TRANSCRIPT'

CONDUCTED BY BRENDA MOORS_CHARLE,S

PRI\TATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

Hellot Good morning! Webome! Tbank yu for being here! M1 name is

Brenda Moors-Charlel A moathfal, I know' so please do call me Brenda!

I'mfrom Safe Space Student Counselling and I wantloa to know this trall

is a'safe space'. Don't keep it G-ratedfor me! Euerlthingwe discuss will

be kEt confirlential. Now, I knowlou'ue all spoken to the police about what

happened last week -

Josh: D-Day.

f'm sorrl - D-Da1?

ziggv: We were calling it D-Day because of Winston
Chutchill. \7e chose him for our history documen-

taty because he rcil7y fitted the ''misunderstood

historical figure' theme. On the one hand he defeated

Hitlet, but -

Amabella: If we'd stuck with rX/inston we wouldn't be hete

today, would we?

Ziggy: Obviously not.

Max: I never saw it.

You neuer saw wbat?

Max: The finger. Ruben got to see it.

-f,n so iaryr_tbr,ytsr-

Amabella- Oh, don't s<

mr [r.t frrc

Skyu There bare I
I guess ell *K
morcalitr, ror

life, Setkinr
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Chloe: They take ages to recover ftom parties. - Their
hangovers ate so dtamatic.

Skye: It's because their bodies catt't metabolise alcohol

anymore. Poot things.

Well,ys, it can be hardfor as, bat ktJ sturt al the begtnning-

Ziggy: So that would be Chloe's mum's fiftieth birthdav

patq.

Chloe: It feels like centuries ago.

Skye: It was like, eight months ago but it feels like vears.

Amabella: It's been a turbulent time, Brenda.

t
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